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My Dear Brother, 
_ HE taſk you have propoſed to me, in deſiring 
| my thoughts on Mat. vi. 19, is conſiderably 
difficult, and very delicate. Its difficulty, in 

part, ariſes from its being ſo little regarded, as 

1 tins by the profeſſors of the preſent age. 1 am very 
ſenſible it teacheth us a leſſon quite contrary to fleſh and 
blood, and oppoſite to fallen nature. I will, however, 
at your requeſt, give you my thoughts on it, with all 
ſimplicity of mind; and J earneſtly pray, that, through 
divine grace, you, and I; and many others, may put in 
practice what our kind Saviour recommends in it, with 
that care and tenderneſs of ſpirit, which becomes the ſer- 
' vants of him who wor for our fins on the tree of Calvary. 


In order: that my thoughts on. this excellent. and ſub. - 
lime branch of duty, may be as clear and ſatisfactory as 1 
am able to make them, I would humbly attempt, 


I. To point out the perſons to whom theſe words be- 
long; or who are under obligation to put themin practice, 

II. To fix upon the true and genuine import of them: 
or to ſhew what is the duty which our bleſſed Saviour 
here recommends. 

III. To adduce a few other corifiderations in confir- 
mation of the ſenſe of the words which I here adopt. 

IV. To enforce this important precept by a few ſcrip- 
tural. arguments, and to ſolve a few difficulties which 
may occur with reſpect to it. 


I. Who are the perſons to whom theſe words belong ; 
or, who are under obligation to put them in practice. 
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It is granted that our Lord here is addreſſing his own 
diſciples, rather than the multitude, though the multi- 
tude were preſent, and heard; this is clear from the firſt 
and ſecond verſes, and from the tenor of all the three 
chapters, It will alſo be readily allowed, that, at leaſt, 
ſome of theſe diſciples were called to the work of the 


miniſtry; yet I am not able, at preſent, to prove, that all 


our Saviour's diſciples here addreſſed, were either now, 
or afterwards made preachers ; and much leſs that they 
are here addreſſed in that capacity. It is therefore, ex- 
tremely natural to underſtand the words now in queſtion, 
as ſpoken to the diſciples of Chriſt, in common, as all 
parts of this important ſermon were, ſince no good rea- 


ion can be aſſigned why this exhortation ſhould be re- 
ſtrained to the apoſtles, more than any other part of our 
Lord's diſcourſe at this time; and I don't know of any 


one ſingle paſſage in the ſermon, which may not, with 
the utmoſt propriety, and in a perfect conſiſtency with 


the analogy of TAPES, be addreſſed to chriſtians in 
common. 


Eſpecially, it is moſt i 5 the following verſe 
is of general concernment, and univerſally allowed to 


expreſs the duty, as well as intereſt, of chriſtians in ge. 


neral ; and there is no juſt rule of interpretation that 


occurs to my mind, which requires a different applica- 
tion of the two verſes. N ay, I may add, that the anti- 


_ theſis of the 19th and 2oth verſes, marked by the adver- 


ſative particle BUT, evidently forbids us to apply them 
to different perſons ; and therefore, as the 2oth verſe is 


confeſſedly addreſſed to the diſciples in common, with- 
Hut all controverſy, the 19th verſe ought to be applied ſo 
too. Let us, therefore, proceed to inquire, 


II Into the meaning of this exhortation, and what is 
the duty which our bleſſed Saviour here recommends. 

1. It does not ſeem to intend that no chriſtian ought 
to be rich in the poſſeſſions of this world ; for the Apoſtle 


appears evidently to be ſpeaking of rich profeſlors in 
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1 Tim. vi. 17. and he does not forbid them to be rich; 
but ſays to Timothy, „charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high-minded, &c.” If it had 


been wrong to poſſeſs riches, I tkink he would here have 


forbid it. But inſtead of this, he takes it for granted that 


they are fo, and evidently ſuppoſes it lawful that they 


ſhould be ſo, and upon this foundation, gives directions. 
2. Nor does it appear that our Lord here means to 
forbid univerſally, and in all circumſtances, the increaſe 
of riches. There may be caſes in which this may be 
proper, and almoſt neceſlary. A perſon may enter into 


ſuch connexions in life, and be providentially led into 


them too, that he cannot well avoid it. He may provi- 
dentially ſucceed in buſineſs, ſo as almoſt to render it 
neceſſary. And there are many ſuppoſable caſes, ſome 


of which, I intend to mention in the ſequel, in which 


it appears to be a part of duty, to enlarge our poſſeſſions - 
in life, under proper reſtrictions, and with proper de- 
ſigns and views. The words of our Saviour here, don't 
ſeem to militate againſt this; and I think the Pſalmiſt 
clearly ſuppoſes it lawful, when he ſays Pal. Ixii. 10. 
If riches increaſe, ſet not your hearts upon them.“ 

3. The words do not ſeem to ſignify that it is univer- 
ſally improper to lay up treaſure, with an eye to futurity. 
The words have nothing in them to forbid this; there 
may be, at many times, a neceſſity for it. And I don't 
know.whether the circumſtances of many perſons don't 
render it frequently, if not always neceſſary, in order to 


perform the duties of life and religion with propriety, 
and in a decent and regular manner. The Apoſtle, there- 
fore, adviſes the Corinthians to © lay by them in ſtore, . 


on the firſt day of the week, according as the Lord had 


proſpered them,” in their ſecular concerns, towards a 


collection which he was then making among the churches, 
for the poor ſaints in. Judea. 1 Cor, xvi. 2. Similar 


_ caſes in the chriſtian life, will frequently occur, and the 


maxims of common prudence, as well as {cripture, ſeem. 
to require a ſimilar conduct. e 
2. But, 
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It is granted that our Lord here is addreſſing his own 


diſciples, rather than the multitude, though the multi- 


tude were preſent, and heard; this is clear from the firſt 


and ſecond verſes, and from the tenor of all the three 
chapters. It will alſo be readily allowed, that, at leaſt, 


ſome of theſe diſciples were called to the work of the 


miniſtry; yet I am not able, at preſent, to prove, that all 


our Saviour's diſciples here addreſſed, were either now, 


or afterwards made preachers; and much leſs that they 
are here addreſſed in that capacity. It is therefore, ex- 
tremely natural to underſtand the words now in queſtion, 

as ſpoken to the diſciples of Chriſt, in common, as all 


parts of this important ſermon were, ſince no good rea- 
ſon can be aſſigned why this exhortation ſhould be re- 
ſtrained to the apoſtles, more than any other part of our 


Lord's diſcourſe at this time; and I don't know of any 
one ſingle paſſage in the ſermon, which may not, with 
the utmoſt propriety, and in a perfect conſiſtency with 


the analogy of ſcripture, be addreſſed to chriſtians in 
common. 5 e 5 
Eſpecially, it is moſt evident that the following verſe 
is of general concernment, and univerſally allowed to 
expreſs the duty, as well as intereſt, of chriſtians in ge. 


neral; and there is no juſt rule of interpretation that 


occurs to my mind, which requires a different applica- 
tion of the two verſes. Nay, I may add, that the anti- 
theſis of the 19th and 2oth verſes, marked by the adver- 
fative particle BUT, evidently forbids us to apply them 


to different perſons ; and therefore, as the 20th verſe is 


copfeſſedly addreſſed to the diſciples in common, with- 


Sit all controverſy, the 19th verſe ought to be applied ſo 
too. Let us, therefore, proceed to inquire, 


II Into the meaning of this exhortation, and what is 
the duty which our bleſſed Saviour here recommends. 
1. It does not ſeem to intend that no chriſtian ought 


to be rich in the poſſeſſions of this world; for the Apoſtle 


appears evidently to be ſpeaking of rich profeſſors in 
? e 1 Tim 
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Tim. vi. 17. and he does not forbid them to be rich; 
but ſays to Timothy, „charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high-minded, &c.” If it had 
been wrong to poſleſs riches, I think he would here have 


forbid it. But inſtead of this, he takes it for granted that 
they are ſo, and evidently ſuppoſes it lawful that they 


ſhould be ſo, and upon this foundation, gives directions. 


2. Nor does it appear that our Lord here means to 
forbid univerſally, and in all circumſtances, the increaſe 
of riches. There may be caſes in which this may be 
proper, and almoſt neceflary. A perſon may enter into 


ſuch connexions in life, and be providentially led into 


them too, that he cannot well avoid it. He may provi- 


neceſlary. 


dentially ſucceed in buſineſs, ſo as almoſt to render it 
And there are many ſuppoſable caſes, ſome 


of which, I intend to mention in the ſequel, in which 
it appears to be a part of duty, to enlarge our poſſeſſions - 
in life, under proper reſtrictions, and with proper de- 


ſigns and views. 


The words of our Saviour here, don't 


ſeem to militate againſt this; and I think the Pſalmiſt 
clearly ſuppoſes it lawful, when he ſays Pſal. Ixii. 10. 


If riches increaſe, ſet not your hearts upon them.” 


3. The words do not ſeem to ſignify that it is univer- 
ſally improper to lay up treaſure, with an eye to futurity. 
The words have nothing in them to forbid this; there 


may be, at many times, a neceſlity for it. 


And I don't 


know.whether the circumſtances of many perſons don't 
render it frequently, if not always neceſlary, in order to 
perform the duties of life and religion with 
and in a decent and regular manner. 'The Apoſtle, there- 
fore, adviſes the Corinthians to © lay by. them in ſtore, . 
on the firſt day of the week, according as the Lord had 
proſpered them,” in their ſecular concerns, towards a 


1 Cor, xvi. 2. 


ropriety, 


_ colleQtion which he was then making among the churches, 


for the poor ſaints in. Judea. Similar 


caſes in the chriſtian life, will frequently occur, and the 


maxims of common prudence, as well as ſerip 
to require a ſimilar conduct. 
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But, 4. It appears to me that the words ſimply forbid 


the diſciples of Chriſt to lay up treafures with a view to 
enrich themſelves.— Lay them not up for yourſelves,” 


ſays our Saviour; i. e. in order that you may have a ſtore 


or treaſure of your own, which you are not willing to 


apply to any-purpoſe for the good of your fellow-creatures, 
or the promotion of religion, when there appears a ne- 
ceſſity for it, or it ſeems to be required in the courſe-of 


* 


divine providence. | 


This I apprehend to be the meaning of the paſſage 5 


but in order to illuftrate it a little more fully, it is poſſi- 
ble the two following remarks may not be wholly uſelefs. 

Remark 1. It is very poſſible, that, by the death of 
relatives, by new connexions in life, by uncommon ſuc- 
ceſs in trade, &c. much more of the poſſeſſions of tiris 


world may fall to our ſhare, or come into our hands, than 


any particular neceſſities of our own, or any other perſon or 


perſons known by us, now appear to call for. In ſuch a 


caſe as this, it ſeems very proper and neceſſary that I re- 
ſerve theſe poſteſhons till ſuch events occur, as that they 


are cvidently wanted, for the ſupport, or promotion of 
the cauſe of God, or the ſupply of my fellow- creatures in 


their neceſſities. = | 
2. It is poſſible, at ſome other time, a caſe or caſes 


may occur, which may appear very neceſſary to be at- 


tended to, and may perhaps require all we have. Per- 
haps our poor brethren may be in ſuch diſtreſſes or dan- 
gers, or the intereſt of religion may be tn ſucha ſituation, 
as that the former cannot be delivered or preſerved; or 


the latter defended and promoted by common aſſiſtanees. 
It appears to me, that in theſe and all other ſimilar cafes, 


it is my duty, and the duty of all chriſtians to ſel] what 
they have, and give alms, ſo long as they have any thing 
to ſpare, and theſe wants of religion, or the poor ſaints 


are unſupplied. Tthink this is clearly the duty recom- 


mended by our bleffed Saviour in Luke xii. 33. And it 
cannot be extravagant, or beyond the ſcripture rule, ſince 


we are evidently taught by the ſame infinitely wiſe and 


gracious inſtructor, that we ought, and that it is the duty 
1 8 . of 


. 
of all believers when neceſſary, to © lay down their lives 


for their brethren.” 1 John iii. 16. And the argument 
to enforce it, is of reſiſtleſs weight, where the mind is 


under the influence of goſpeh truth, becauſe Jeſus laid. 


down his life for us?“ 


Some may poſſibly enquire, how far we ought, in ſuch 
peculiar caſes of diſtreſs or neceſſity, to {ell our poſſeſſions, 


and diftribute them. To this, I anſwer, that the maxims of 
prudence will greatly. aſſiſt the truly conſcientious, in 
perplexities of this kind. The importanee of the caſe 
which requires ſupply, — the ſum or quantity of relief 
which the preſent exigence calls for, the number of thoſe 
who are engaged or may unite with us in adminiſtering 
the relief wanted, —the quantity of goods or poſſeſſions 
which I am able to ſpare or be without, conſiſtent with 


my proſecution of other · deſigns, or performance of other 
duties, equally incumbent upon me, &c. muſt greatly aſſiſt 
in determining how far I ought to goin ſelling what Ihave 


when neceſſary, on ſuch occaſions as thoſe above menti- 


oned. Only, while determining this important matter let 
us take care we don't forget that ſolemn expoſtulation of 


infinite wiſdom and unerring truth, whoſo hath this 


world's goods, and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth 


up his bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 


love of God in him?“ 1 John iii. 17. 


Thus I have endeavoured to ſtate the ſenſe of the text 
you were pleaſed to deſire my thoughts of; and to explain 
the duty which appears to me to be enjoined/in-it. How 
far it may ſuit you or others, E do not | vir to deter- 
mine. My next ſhall be on the ſame ſubject; in which 
I will endeavour through divine aſſiſtance, to confirm 
what is contained in this. I will therefore only now add 
my earneſt wiſh that you and I, and all profeſſors of 
chriſtianity, may be continually labouring to glorify him 
who hath called us, in our bodies, our ſpirits, and our 


ſubſtance. T'am, my dearly beloved brother, your's, in 


the- bleſſed Jeſus, with cordial affection, and ſincere 
eſteemmm D. TAYLOR, 
- Hirft, Wadſworth, July 20, 1780. - 
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Ld Dear Brother, ws 


T is written of that Saviour whom you preach, love, 
ſerve, and are labouring to imme, 5 he « went 


"Wt doing good.” 


To obey his word is, .I doubt not, © meat and drink” 
to your ſoul. To underſtand his will, therefore, muſt 
give your mind a pleaſure and ſatisfaction which ſtrangers 
intermeddle not with. Could I be of any ſervice to you 


in this reſpe&, I ſhould conſider it both an honour and 


a happineſs. With a view to this, I have given you my 
thoughts, with freedom, on Mat. vi. 19. in a former 


1 How far my thoughts accord with yours, reſpect- 

ng ſo ſublime a part of chriſtian duty, is by this time 
undoubtedly determined in your own : breaſt. When 
you point out to me the miſtakes of my former, I hope I 


Hall attend to your arguments, with that reſpect and de- 
ference which I ſenſibly feel, whenever I have the plea- 


| ſure of receiving a line from your hand, or have the op- 


portunity of hearing you ſpeak. In the mean time, you 
will give me leave to lay before you a few other conſide- 


rations, that, unleſs I misjudge, will corroborate the 
ſenſe I have given of this injunction. of our * Re- 


deemer and Mediator. 


1. It is evident that laying up, treaſure for ourſelves 
upon earth, cannot have the leaſt tendency to increaſe 
our treaſure in heaven ; which every wiſe and thinkin 
man will conſider as the chief and moſt valuable obje 


of his attention ; and which we are particularly exhorted: 


to in the 2oth verſe. It is certain no man will be more 
rich or happy in heaven, by having increaſed his treaſures 
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on earth. Nay, it appears very evident by the oppoſition 


of the different advices in ver. 19th and 2oth, denoted 


by the adverſative but, that laying up treaſure for our- 


ſelves upon earth, and laying up treaſure in heaven, are 
hardly conſiſtent with eachother: And therefore we are 
here exhorted to forego the one, in order to accompliſh 
the other. | | : a 

2. J cannot think of any real good which riches or 
treaſures laid up for ourſelves on earth can adminiſter to 
the owners of them; even in this world, any more than 
in the world to come; and therefore, when a perſon is 
laying up treaſures for himſelf upon earth, he is acting a 
very irrational part, becauſe he has not a valuable object 
in view. Riches, or treaſures laid up for ourſelwes upon 
earth have often done the owners of them much harm, 
but I think no inſtance can be produced in which they 
ever have done, or can do any real good. 

3. I, for my part, cannot ſee how to ſeparate a diſpo- 
fition to lay up treaſures for ourſelves upon earth, from 
the © love of the world,” “ the love of money, - andꝭ a 
*« defire to be rich ;” and it is very certain theſe are not 
commended, but reproved and condemned in the word of 
God. Thus 1 John ii. 15.“ Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world : if any man love the 
world, the love of the father is not in him.” 1 Tim. vi. 
9, 10. They that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a ſnare, and into many deceitful and hurtful luſts, which 
drown men in deſtruction and perdition. For the love of 
money 1s the root of all evil, &c.” . 

This diſpoſition for earthly riches, we ſee, is painted 
in very black colours, and the miſchief of it is abundant 
and dreadful ; therefore an inclination to lay up treaſures 
ion — upon earth, muſt be very ſinful and very 

urtful. e 


4. Laying up treaſures for myſelf upon earth, appears 


to me, not eaſily ſeparable from © labouring to be rich; 


but we know that this is. expreſsly and poſitively for- 


LL If 


bidden Prov. xxiii. 4. 


C20) 


5. If the riches of this world were fo deſirable and va- 
luable, as that it would be right and commendable to lay 
them up for ourſelves, I think they would certainly be 
repreſented as ſuch, in the ſcripture, and we ſhould be 
taught to pray for them as ſuch. It is moſt certain that 
God, the creator, and lover of men, would have them 


to enjoy whatever is good for them, and therefore will 
encourage them to aſk it at his hands. But where are 


riches repreſented as ſuch a deſirable or valuable poſſeſ- 
ſion ? Where are men repreſented as better or happier by 
the enjoyment of them? Where are they ſuppoſed to be 
worſe, or leſs happy, for the want of them? Where are 
we taught, or encouraged to pray for earthly riches ? Are 
not both Solomon and Agur commended becaule they did 
not pray for them ? Is not the latter commended becauſe 


he prayed that he might not poſſeſs them? ſee 1 Kings, 


iii. 11. Prov. xxx. 8. Is this conſiſtent with the ſuppo- 


fition that riches are either. defirable or valuable? — Or. 


can it if theſe things be true, can it be the wiſdom, or 
the happineſs of any chriſtian, to lay up treaſure for 
himſelf upon earth ? p 


6. There is an evident impropriety in laying up that 


for ourſelyes, which we are ſtrictly commanded not. to 


love, or to ſet our hearts upon. But we are ſtrictly com- 


manded not to ſet our hearts upon riches, — nor to love 


the world, or the things of the world. Pſal. Ixii. 10. 
1 John ii. 159. What good will treaſure do us, if we 
muſt neither love it, nor ſet our hearts upon it? In this 


view, ſuch treaſures would be an uſeleſs incumbrance, 
rather than an advantage; and a ſnare, rather than a. 
A | | 


7. What good end will it anſwer .to lay up chat for 


ourſelves which can give us no ſatisfaction? But we are 
aſſured, even by inſpiration .itſelf, that he who loveth. 


ſilver ſhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, nor he that loveth 
abundance, with increaſe, Ecel. v. 106. And if riches 


could give us ſatisfaction, the poſſeſſion of them is quite 


uncertain: for they make themſelves wings and fly away, 


(18: 3 

ad va- Jas an eagle towards heaven. Prov. xxiii. 5. Where then 

to lay is the wiſdom of laying up that treaſure for myſelf which 

nly be is both uncertain in its continuance, and unſatisfying in 

114 be || the enjoyment of it ? | 

n that 8. It is both hurtful and ſinful to have any depend- 

them © ence on riches, or to put any truſt in them; and there- 

re will fore what advantage can reſult from laying them up for 

re are I myſelf? It is certain, that © he that truſteth in his riches 
poſſeſ- ſhall fall,” and that we ought not to“ truſt in uncertain 

pier by riches.” Prov. xi. 28. 1 Tim. vi. 17. Surely that 

1 to be treaſure which cannot be depended on with ſafety, is 

re are hardly worth the pains of accumulating together; eſpe- 


? Are cially when we might make uſe of it another way to real 


zey did and laſting advantage, as, I hope, will appear in the 


Jecauſe | ſequel. To which I may add, the © deceitfulneſs of 


Kings, Nriches, and their tendency to make the poſſeſſors of them 
ſuppo- miſerable, will certainly afford an argument againſt lay- 
— Oc. ing them up for ourſelves. See Mat. xiii. 22. Mar. x. 
lom, or 23, by 3 N FL 
ure for  - 9+ It is my humble opinion that it will be a very diffi- 

N cult matter to reconcile the practice of laying up treaſures 


up that I on earth for ourſelves, with ſeveral leading rules and di- 
not to rections of chriſtianity, which we ought never to loſe 

ty com- fight of in our conduct. „ On 

to love I beg leave here to mention a few of theſe rules. 

xii. 10. We are to make it our great care to walk ſo as to pleaſe 

„ if we God. 1 Theſ. iv. 1. Now if laying up treaſures for 
In this I ourſelves be more pleaſing to God than laying them by, 


abrance, or laying them out, for the promotion of religion, or for 
than a. the ſupport and comfort of his poor ſaints, undoubtedly 

NN we ought to practiſe it. But certainly the latter is what 
that for 


the bleſſed God. frequently recommends to us in his 
- we are word, not the former. And therefore, if we would 
o loveth ſl pleaſe our God and father, it is evidently our duty thus 
at loveth to lay out our poſſeſſions, rather than to lay them up for 
if riches | Ourſelves upon earth. [* TNF | 
is quite i} To Gaul God in the world is our great concern, 
fly away, and an object that we are under various obligations, from 
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creation, providence and grace, to attend to. 1 Pet. 


iii. 16. This ought to be our chief deſign in eating, 
drinking, and every other work. 1 Cor. x. 31. And 
ſo to behave in the world, that our light may ſhine among 
men; that they may be induced hereby to glorify our 
Father in heaven. Mat. v. 16. If it be more for the 
glory of God, that we lay up treaſures on earth for our- 
ſelves, than that we: uſe them for his intereſt, and the 


aſſiſtance and relief of our poor and needy fellow-crea- 


tures, we ought to doit. But J am perſuaded no think- 


ing man can imagine the laying up of treaſures for our- 


ſelves will bring glory to God. —On the other hand, it 


cannot be doubted that we glorify God by endeavouring 


to advance his cauſe, and make our poor miſerable fel- 
low mortals happy with them. See Heb. vi. 10. The 
argument muſt be deciſive; that we ought not to lay up 
treaſures far ourſelves, but ought to relieve our fellow - 


creatures, and advance our Saviour's intereſt with them, 


Farther, It is moſt juſtly required of us, that we offer 
up all our works to God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and what- 


ever we do, that we do it heartily as unto the Lord. 


Col. iti. 17, 23. Now when we are laying up treaſure 
for ourſelves upon earth, are we doing this heartily, as 


to the Lord? as a ſacrifice well-pleaſing in his ſight ? or, 


are we offering this up to his acceptance and approbation 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, as the moſt valuable and ac- 
ceptable offering we can preſent to our Father in heaven? 
Or, cannot we more confidently, and with more aſſur- 
ance of faith, preſent it to him, and hope for acceptance; 
when we are feeding the hungry, and cloathing the 


naked with it? and in all other reſpects endeavouring to 


prone his intereſt, by chearfully laying out what we 


ve for that purpoſe ? Then undoubtedly the latter is 


our duty, and not the former. | 
It is a capital part of chriſtian duty to imitate our Lord 


| Jeſus Chriſt, who is our glorious leader and pattern. He 
kath left us an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps, 
„ | N ds 4 
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1 Pet. ii. 21. We are to walk as he walked, 1 John ii. 


6. Jo follow the lamb whitherſoever he goeth. Rev. 
xiv. 4. Hence the Apoſtle enforces the duty of benefi- 


cence and liberality, by ſaying, © Ye know'the grace of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ne though he was rich, yet for 


your ſakes he became poor, that ye, through his poverty, 


might be made rich.“ 2 Cor. viii. g. And exhorts the 
Philippians, © Let the ſame mind be in you, that was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus.” Phil. ii. 5. Now the queſtion is, 
whether it be more agreeable to the ſpirit, life and ex- 
ample of Chriſt, and a more direct imitation of him, to 


lay up treaſures. for ourſelves upon earth, or to © go 


about doing good” with what we poſſeſs ? If the former, 
the ſenſe of the paſſage in queſtion, which I have given 
above, 1s deprived of confirmation from this confidera- 


tion. But if the latter, which, I think, no one will diſ- 


pute, the ſenſe given is farther eſtabliſhed, and our duty 


illuſtrated, from the ſpirit and life of Chriſt; and it ap- 
| pears, from hence, to be evidently an unchriſtian part, 


to endeavour to be rich, by. © « laying vp for ourielves 
treaſures upon earth.” 

Me are exhorted and encouraged to keep eternity in 
view in our conduct, and to have reſpe& to the recom- 
pence of reward, Heb. xi. 26. for God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it 
be good or evil. Eccl. xii. 14. And we muſt all ap- 
pear before the judgment-ſeat of Chrift, that every one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 2 Cor. 


v. 10. We are aſſured that our labour ſhall not be in 


vain in the Lord;“ and that © he will not forget our 


work, and labour of love, which we ſhew towards his 


name.” 1 Cor. xv. 58. Heb. vi. 10. Now if we have 
any authority to expect a reward for laying up treaſures 
for ourſelves upon earth, it is righteous to do it; But, 
if we have no good authority to expect ſuch reward, N 
can neither be righteous nor prudent, to lay up theſe 
treaſures, It, on the other hand, we have divine autho- 

rity 


1 


rity, as we certainly have, to expect a reward hereafter, 


for cloathing the naked, and feeding the hungry, and for 


endeavouring to ſupport, and promote the cauſe of God 


in the world, by our earthly poſſeſſions; it moſt evi- 
dently follows, that both duty and intereſt, require us to 


employ them for theſe ſacred and laudable purpoſes. In 
a word, I beg leave to ſay, that to lay up treaſures for 


ourſelves upon earth, ſo long as there are calls for them, 
for the ſupply of our poor fellow-creatures, and the in- 
tereſt of Jeſus, or ſo long as there is any probability of 


theſe calls in future, is a practice that is directly oppoſite 
to every dictate both of religion and humanity. _ 


Notwithſtanding the evidence with which the expli- 
cation above given of our Saviour's words, appears to be 


recommended, I am apprehenſive that ſome difficulties 


may {till have place in the minds of ſome leſs attentive, 
though upright perſons. To obviate theſe difficulties, 
and to enforce the duty above recommended, will be the 
ſubject of my next; and I ſhall conclude what I mean to 
offer you on this head, at preſent. May the preſence of 


| Jeſus be ever with you! 


T1 a dear Brother, yours cordially. 
D. TAYLOR. 


HirsT, Aug. 8, 1780, = ts 
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LETTER III. 


My Dear Brother, 


| T. this poor dark world, there are many things to per- 


plex the ſimple, and confound the weak. It is there- 
fore, an inexpreſſible bleſſing that we have the word of 


God to be © a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.” 
May we ever praiſe our good God for it; and may we 


read it, and practiſe it, and ever hide it in our hearts, 


that we may not fin againſt him ! But when the mind is, 


in ſome meaſure, intent upon it, it ſome times happens, 


thro' the prejudices of education, and thoſe ariſing from 
our connections in life, and our many carnal luſts and 


paſhons, that difficulties may ariſe in the mind, even re- 
ſpecting thoſe duties which we would wiſh to perform 
according to the mind of God. This is particularly the 
caſe with regard to the important branch of chriſtian 
duty which I have endeavoured to ſtate and defend, in 


two former letters. I will here venture to ſelect two or 


three of thoſe difficulties which appear to me the moſt 
weighty, and endeavour to obviate them. May we 
not, will ſome ſay, * provide a portion for our chil- 
dren ? Does not the Apoſtle teach and. encourage us to 
do it?“ 2 Cor. x11. 14. | 


Anſwer. As our children are, q..d.. part of ourſelves, 
and have their intire dependence upon us, under God; 
undoubtedly, we ought, to be tenderly concerned for 
their welfare, and ſo to lay up, and provide for them, as 
may be ſufficient for their. ſupply and ſupport in life. 
But the Apoſtle does not ſay parents ought to lay up zrea- 


ſures for their children. And if riches are of no uſe, when 


2 - ; hoarded 


6 

hoarded up, to the owners of them, either for this world 
or another, but often very hurtful for both, which, I 
think, is very manifeſt both from ſcripture and reaſon : 
Tt cannot be either the duty or the wiſdom of parents to 
lay up riches for them. It is no proof of real love to do 
it; but rather the contrary. No man can properly enjoy 
more than a ſufficiency, to make life comfortable. What. 
is more than this, if laid up as TREASURE, is properly an 


incumbrance, and tends to teaze and diſtract, rather than 
comfort or relieve. And we need not attempt to Icad 


our offspring with © thick clay ; ſince they'll be likely 


to meet with enough of it, in paſſing through this dirty 


world. On the other hand, if we wiſh our children to- 


be truly provided for, and to have aſſurance of ſupply 


from the bleiling of the Lord attending them, let us 
** conſider the poor and needy.” We know who it is 
that has recorded it to the glory of God, the great giver 


of all good, as his own obſervation and experience; © I 
have been young, and now am old, yet I never ſaw the 
righteous forſaken, or his ſeed begging bread. He is ever 
merciful and lendeth, and his feed is bleſſed.” Pſal. 
Iii. 255 26. But there is no ſuch declaration in the 
word of truth, that I know of, concerning thoſe who lay 


up treaſure for themſelves or their children : And there- 


fore the only ſure way that J have yet found, to provide 


for the comfortably ſupply of our-children, which is all 


that they or we can reaſonably or religiouſly deſire, is to 
be free and generous in aſſiſting thoſe who are in neceſ- 


ſity to“ deal our bread to the hungry, and when we 
ſee the naked, that we cover him.” Ifai. lv. | 
In all ſuch injunctions and exhortations as theſe, both 
common ſenſe, and ſcripture clearly ſhew the propriety 
and neceſſity of conſidering what will be the moſt proper 


method of ſupply for our children, and that we purſue it, 


with care for them in the firſt place, 1 Tim. v. 8,—16. 
and in order to this, prudence ſeems to direct, that we 
ſeriouſly conſider the inclinations of our children; and 


their capacitign both of body and mind,—the ſtate of life 
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likely to be the moſt ſuitable for them, —our own abili- 
ties, and what we are capable of doing for them, with- 
out being defective in other duties, - wherein our children 
may be the moſt uſeful in this life, and moſt: likely to 
have opportunities for being happy hereafter, &c. And 
when theſe great points are all determined, ſo far as a 
parent is capable of coming at certainty, or a good de- 
gree of probability, with reſpect to them, he undoubtedly. 
ought, then, to do what lies in his power to help his 
child into that ſituation which ſeems beſt, on the whole; 
—to make him comfortable in it; and to enable him to 
go through the buſineſs which belongs to it with credit, 


and with advantage to himſelf and others. This ſeems 


to me to be all included, and to be the whole of what 
can be included, either according to the principles of 
reaſon or religion, in providing for our own, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
and in laying up for our children. 2 Cor. xii. 14.— 
Every parent who does this faithfully, I am perſuaded, 
fulfills this part of his duty towards his offspring, and may 
herein appeal to God that he is aiming at, and acting 
by, the grand rule of chriſtianity.—“ Do all to the 
glory of God,“ 1 Cor. x. 31. from which no man may 
depart with impunity, and which every chriſtian ought 


to make it his ambition invariably to adhere to. 


2d Difficulty.. « Is no man then allowed, under any 
conſideration, to increaſe in riches, or to enlarge his 
earthly ſtock, or treaſure, of which he is already poſ- 


Po 5 


Anſwer. Yes, in ſome caſes he undoubtedly may, in 


letter upon this ſubject, as well as with the chriſtian's 
rule above referred to, in 1 Cor. x. 31. from which no- 
thing can excuſe a departure in a ſingle inſtance.— A 
chriſtian moſt certainly may, as the Apoſtle adviſed the 
churches of Galatia and Corinth, lay, up, or lay by him 
in fore, «as God hath proſpered him,” to be thereby 
| = 21 | able-_ 


a perfect conſiſtency with Ne was obſerved in my. firſt 
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able to contribute more generouſly, or more conveniently 
for the ſupply of his poor brethren in their neceſſities, or 


for any other religious purpoſe. Yet, it is evident, he 


does not this to enrich himſelf, though, for the preſent, 
he enlarges his ſtock of earthly treaſure. He has not 
laid it up for himſelf, but for the glory of God, and the 
benefit of his fellow-creatures. There are alſo many pof 


fible caſes, in which it may be evidently right for a per- 


ſon to increaſe his ſtock in life, with an immediate view, 
indeed, to himſelf, though his ultimate defign is the 
_ glory and praiſe of God; becauſe, by this enlargement, 


he may be enabled, with more advantage, to aſſiſt others, 
and promote the cauſe of his God and Saviour. An in- 


ance or two, for illuſtration, may be ſufficient. 

A perſon may be well perſuaded that in ſome other 
branch of trade, or in ſome other way of life, he may 
both live more comfortably, and be more ufeful in the 


world, than he is at preſent ; may better ſupport this fa- 


mily, and do more for the intereſt of Chriſt. But in or- 
der to manage this new branch, he is under a neceſſity 


of poſſeſſing ſomething more than he already does, and. 
thereby, in this ſenſe of increaſing his treaſure in the 


world. In this inſtance, duty ſeems to require it of 
him, that he ſpare a little more, or labor, by any lawful. 


method, to advance his preſent ſtock, in order to ſupply. 
his own neceffity, in the management of this new buſi- 


neſs. But then it is evident he may do this, and ought 


to do it, not with a deſign to enrich himſelf ; but to glo- 


_ rify God, and becauſe he believes this is the moſt eligible 


and chriſtian method of doing it. And, acting upon 


theſe principles, he certainly does right. 
A perſon in trade, may, for the reaſons above menti- 


oned, find it neceſſary to increaſe his ſtock in the /ame- 


branches that he deals in at preſent : And it may greatly 
contribute to his uſefulneſs in the world and the church, 


jf he take this method. A very great number of inſtances 
of a ſimilar kind, might be mentioned, in almoſt every 


fituation of life, and applied to all claſſes of men, But 
1 NT I it 
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it cannot be needful here to multiply them. The great 
object to be always kept in view, is the glory of God. 
And whoever can appeal to the heart- ſearching judge of 
all, that this is his one great deſign, and that he would 
with pleaſure take different methods, if he could be per- 
ſuaded that he ſhould hereby more honor his maker; 1 
think that man acts the part of a chriſtian, and in la per- 
fect conſiſtency. with our Lord's injunction, Mat. vi. 19, 
and the explication given of it in my ſirſt letter. 


3d Difficulty. What muſt we lay out our poſſeſſions 
upon, and to what degree muſt we expend them upon 
the objects of bounty? Hs | = 
This may be a difficulty with ſome, and if ſuch per- 


ſons are fincere and. upright before God, it is very proper 


we ſhould attempt to give them a ſolution of it. And 
here, the generous breaſt has abundant opportunity to 
expand itſelf; for this world of miſery and ignorance 
will afford plenty of objects on which to beſtow its cha- 


. rity and liberality. I beg leave to ſelect a few. The 


poor and afflicted in general, are frequently recom- 
mended as ſuch objects, Iſai. lviii. 6, 7,10. Luk. xiv. 13. 
and many other places. Poor and neceſſitous chriſtians, 
we are taught, in a ſpecial manner, to conſider as objects 
of bounty. Mat. xxv. 40. and following verſes, Gal. 
vi. 10, &c. Nor are even our enemies themſelves, to be 
forgotten in the diſtribution of our generous and liberal 
ſupplies. Prov. xxv. 21. Rom. xii. 20. The mini- 
ſters of the word are alſo particularly mentioned in this 
view; though by the bye, it is rather repreſented as an 
act of juſtice than charity, to contribute to their neceſſities, 
eſpecially among thoſe for whom theſe miniſters labor. 
Luke x. 7. 1 Cor. ix. 6, 7, &. Places of Worſhip are 
not to be forgotten here. The Tabernacle was erected 
in the wilderneſs by the contributions of the people. 
Exod. xxxv. So was the Temple at Jeruſalem. 1. Chron. 
XXV111..14, &c. And when it had been defaced by the 
Babylonians, it was afterwards rebuilt by the ſame gene- 
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rous and unanimous methods. Ezra. i. 4; 5, &c. Ezra. 


ii. 68, 69. A Centurion n was ſo zealous 
and liberal, that he appears to 


the liberal, and the proſperous man, who wiſhes to make 
the beſt uſe of his poſſeſſions, and to lay up treaſure of 
the moſt valuable kind ? to be rich indeed ? I would ſay. 


to ſuch a one, Think of the ſtate of mankind, the fituation. 


of your poor fellow creatures, and eſpecially of your fel- 
low chriſtians ; think what poor miniſters are fettered and 


overburdened by ſecular cares and labors, and are attended 


with many and great diſadvantages in their great, ſolemn. 


and awful work : think what miniſters have good abilities. 
to preach the goſpel, and are generally ſucceſsful in it; 
and apparently might be very uſeful to poor ſinners, who. 


are lying in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, and who. 


might, by the aſſiſtance of the.generous and more affluent, 
be of very great ſervice in a dark, periſhing world. Think 
where your poor fellow creatures are in need of places of 
worſhip, in order to wait upon God with comfort and con- 


venience ; and ſend abroad your ſubſtance, for theſe pur- 


poſes, ſo far as it appears likely to be well employed, 


and to anſwer the molt valuable ends. 


In order to be able more conveniently, and more 
honorably to contribute to theſe great and good deſigns, 
be frugal and diligent at home, that you may be liberal 


abroad; and you ſhall have © treaſure in heaven.“ 


It. is poſſible alſo that ſome tender mind may be a little 


perplexed with reſpect to the quantity which ĩt is his duty 


to contribute on any 2 and ſuppoſable occaſion. 


And it muſt be granted, that, in this reſpect, there may 


often be ſome difficulty, eſpecially, till we have cloſely 


conſidered things, and have ſettled proper methods of 
conduct for ourſelves. 


As the Lord Jeſus is a kind and gracious Maſter, and 


would have all our ſervices voluntary, and ſuch as ſpring. 


from a principle of love, in the conſideration of his pity 
and compaſſion to us, and in the aſſured belief of an 


everlaſting, 


ave built a Synagogue 
at his own expence. Luke vi. 5.— Where, then, is 
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everlaſting reward, he has not, I'think, particularly fixed 
any one the proportion he is tb lay out for him, or for 
the ſupport of his needy followers ; but rather leaves it to 
every one's conſcience to give according to his ability. 
2 Cor. ix. 6,7, 8, 9. 1 Pet. iv. 9, 10. Aſſuring us, 
in the moſt poſitive and tender manner, that what 1s 
thus done, he will look on as done to himſelf. Mat. 
XXV. 34—43. Let every one, therefore, be faithful in 
conſidering his ability, and how far the Lord has proſ- 


pered him, and he need not fear making any capital 


miſtake. Let him take care, firſt, to provide nk is 
neceſſary for thoſe of his own houſe, 1 Tim. v. 8, 16. 
Let no one give more than his own; but provide things 
honeſt in the fight of all men, 2 Cor. viii. 20, 21. Let 
every one be diligent 1 in labor, that he may have to give 
to him that needeth. Acts xx. 34, 35. Ephes. iv. 28. 
And then, © every man as he purpoſeth in his heart, ſo 
let him give, not grudgingly, or of Hecellity 3 ; for God 
loveth a chearful giver.” 2 Cor. ix. When theſe 
chriſtian rules are faithfully and conſcientiouſly attended 
to,. we need not fear being among © the.covetous whom: 
the Lord abhorreth.” Pal x. es 

The motives which may and ought to induce us to 
practiſe what is here recommended, are many and ver 
forceable. A few of theſe may be ſpecified before I con- 
clude the ſubject. 

Bleflings on our /abors and poſſeſſio 70715, are frequently 
promiſed by the bleſſed God to thoſe who are thus 
liberal to the poor, and open hearted in ſupplying the 
neceſſitous, and ſupporting the cauſe of God. 

« Thou ſhalt give thy poor brother, &c.—becauſe that 
tor this thing the Lord hy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy - 
works, and in all that thou putteſt thine hand unto.” 
Deut. xv. 10. © Honor the Lord with thy ſubſtance, 
and with the firſt fruits of all thine increaſe ; ſo ſhall th: 
barns be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall burſt out 
with new wine.” Prov. iii. 9, 10. * The liberal ſoul 
ſhall be made fat, and he that watercth, ſhall be Le * 

alſo 
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alſo: himſelf.” Prov. xi. 25. He that giveth to the 
poor ſhall not lack.” Prov. xxviii. 27. Bring ye all 
the tithes into the ſtorehouſe, that there may be meat in 
mine houſe, and prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, if I will not open the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer 
for your ſakes, and he ſhall not deſtroy the fruits of your 
ground; neither ſhall your vine caſt her fruit before the 
time, in the field, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts.” 


10, 11. Give and it ſhall be given unto you. Luke vi. 


38. He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly ; 


and he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo bountifully. 
2 Cor. ix. 6. Ye looked for much, and lo it came to 
little ; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon 
it : Why ? faith the Lord of Hoſts ? becauſe of mine 
houſe that is laid waſte, and ye run every man to his 
own houſe, &c. See Haggai i. 9, 10, 11. Give alms 
of ſuch things as ye have; and, behold, all things are 
clean unto you. Luke xi. 41, a 
Bleſſed is he that confidereth the poor, the Lord will 
deliver him in time of trouble, &c. Pſal. xli. 1. &. If 
thou draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the 
afflicted ſoul ; then ſhall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and thy health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, &c: 
Har Ten. $, e. N 5 


The approbation of the bleſſed God ought to enlarge 


every one's heart in ſupplies of the needy, and liberality 
towards our fellow creatures, and his cauſe. Tis a 
mighty motive to give without grudging, that God loveth 
a chearful giver, 2 Cor. ix. 7, and that ſuch ſacrifices 
are acceptable and well pleaſing to God. Phil. iv. 18. 
In the conſideration, and under the influence of this, we 
may ſay to ourſelves, and to one another, © To do good, 
and to communicate, forget not, for with ſuch ſacrifices 


God is well pleaſed.” Heb. xiii. 6. 
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"The bleſſed God mercifully condeſcends'to repreſent 
Himſelf as a debtor to thoſe who are thus faithful and 
bountiful. * He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to 
the Lord ; and that which he hath given, will he repay 
Him again.” Prov. xix. 17. God is not unrighteous, to 
forget your work, and labor of love, which ye have ſhew- 
ed towards his name, in that ye have miniſtered to the 
ſaints, and do miniſter. Heb. vi. 10. In conſequence 
of this, they may, and ought to exert themſelves in this 
good work, in aſſurance of a reward hereafter. Charge 
them,” ſays the Apoſtle Paul, to Timothy, who are 
rich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich 
iv. good works, ready to contribute, willing to commu- 


nicate; laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good founda- 


tion againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life.” 1 Tim. v. 18, 19. Any one acquainted 
with his bible, muſt know that it would be an eaſy mat- 


ter to fill pages with promiſes and motives ſuch as theſe. 


From what has been ſaid above, and indeed, from the 
nature of things, as well as from the whole tenor of 
ſcripture, it plainly appears to be a weak and fooliſh, 
and injurious practiſe to lay up treaſures for ourſelves 
upon earth, rather than to lay them out for the advan- 
tage of our poor fellow-creatures, and the cauſe of our 
bleſſed Saviour. Laying up treaſures for ourſelves upon 
earth, can do no real good, and may do, and generally 
does great harm to thoſe who practiſe it, even in this pre- 
ſent world. It is a real waſte of the good things which 
the Father of mercies beſtows upon us. It deprives us of 
thoſe bleſſings which are durable and laſting. It is ſo 
far from ſecuring the neceſſary comforts of this life, that 
we hereby ſhut ourſelves out from the promiſes of God, 
which ſecure earthly comforts to us—and we have not the 
leaſt encouragement to expect a reward hereafter, in ſo 
doing. In a word, we hereby rob ourſelves of real 


bleſſings, 


„ 


bleflings, both for time and eternity. May theſe conſi- 
derations have their due weight on the mind of my pen 
Brother, to whom I now write, on my own as 

on the minds of all the. followers of the imp. 


Tam, ny Dear Brother, + 
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